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beneficial to student 
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Key points for a positive Teacher-student relationship 

“Develop positive 
and supportive 

connections with 
students and 
colleagues, 

building 
professional 

learning 
networks.”  

(Competencies for 
Teacher Education, n.d.)



ClassRoom 
Environment 
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https://www.lauracandler.com/classro
omfamily/



Safe Environment 
✗ Establish a relationship where students know 

that you care for them (in an academic and 
personal setting) 

✗ Discuss expectations at the beginning of the 
year so students know what is expected

✗ Create a welcoming space and a sense of 
belonging 
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http://socialjusticeeducationontario.blogspot.com/2016/

(Waterford.org, 2019; S, Norris, personal communication, October, 28, 2020) 



If students feel like they belong, 
they will come to class with a 

better attitude. So, it is crucial that 
teachers create a sense of 

belonging in the classroom. 

5(S, Pawlick, personal communication, October 27, 2020 ) 



Positivity  

✗ Correct and direct in a 
positive way 

✗ Happy, bubbly, and energetic 

✗ Positive mindset! 

6(S, Pawlick, personal communication, October 27, 2020) 

http://www.teachingfsl.com/2016/08/creating-positive
-classroom-climate-in.html



“Communication is our 
transportation, and responsible for 

our transformation.” 
- -Sebastian Carson

7(Tedx Talks, 2017) 



Build Student Confidence!
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Remember...

A negative comment or 
teacher relationship  can 
stick with a student for 
years and can impact 
their self-esteem. It is 
important to focus on 
positivity to help 
motivate and encourage 
students!

Transportation -- Transformation 

If students hear positive 
thinking and feedback, 
they will start to create a 
positive self-image. So, 
language and 
communication must be 
encouraging and 
affirming. 

We want to avoid:

Avoid micro corrections, 
which are unintentional 
and negative comments. 
With negative 
comments, we tend to 
see students give up and 
lack engagement. 

Focus on student 
successes, instead 

of problems 

(Tedx Talks, 2017)



Student 
engagement  
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https://www.viewsonic.com/library/education/student-
engagement-in-the-modern-classroom/ 



Trust  

✗ If students trust teachers, they tend to work 
harder in class, ask questions, and come to 
their teacher to discuss schoolwork or social 
life

✗ Students who have poor adult connections in 
the past may have a difficult time trusting 
teachers, so it is important to work on building 
trust through a positive relationship  
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Connect, 
listen, and 
make yourself 
approachable. 

https://classwalletnews.com/
2018/07/teacherrecruitmentr

etention

(Waterford.org, 2019; Woodward, 2019) 



Engagement 
✗ Bring energy and humour into the classroom! 

✗ Give options for assignments - choice is huge

✗ Get to know student interests and bring these into the 
classroom 

11(S, Norris, personal communication, October 28, 2020)

(https://www.johnmarshallreeve.org/questionnaires.html) 



By creating a positive 
relationship with 
students, they are 
more likely to come to 
school with a better 
attitude and 
motivation to learn 

12(Waterford.org, 2017

https://tuiopay.com/6-keys-to-building-positive-student-teacher-relationships/ 



Connections ✗ During my 
Wednesday visits, I 

noticed that my 
teacher uses some of 

these strategies to 
maintain a positive 

relationship with her 
students.
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While I always found a positive 
teacher-student relationship 

important, this research 
demonstrated what needs to be 
considered to establish this type 

of relationship. 



What NExt? 
✗ What are some 

strategies to create 
classroom 

boundaries between 
the teacher and 

students?
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A positive teacher-student 
relationship is crucial to help 

students succeed and feel safe at 
school. Learning these strategies 
will further help me apply this as 

a teacher. 
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